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A model for presenting and annotating 

digital representations of objects

(with lots of other benefits)



A Community

that develops shared APIs,

implements them in software, 

and exposes interoperable content



A Global Community



• Can we do for time-based media what IIIF already does for images and 
things made up of images?

• Describe complex AV works in an interoperable way, via a manifest

• Access, viewing

• Annotation

• Search…

• Use IIIF to present time-based media consistently with image-based 
objects

• Benefit from same IIIF mechanisms for linking, metadata, content
search, access control

Why IIIF AV?



IIIF Presentation API

Collection & Manifest are just units of 

distribution

Canvas describes an abstract space

Annotations all the way down

Range describes structure



For all that image and text content, we do this by assembling content on a 2D 

Canvas:

(0,0)

(3110, 2102)

SEE OTHER SIDE FOR RECIPE



Canvases can now have duration
(0,0)

(3110, 2102)

�



What does that mean?

• It means the simplest (and most common) use case…

• Just play the audio

• Just play the video

• …is as easy as its 2D equivalent – one image of a painting, etc.

• The content just fills the canvas time – the duration.

• But we also have the same toolkit for complex content association and 
description.

• And we NEED IT!









Say hello to my friend Ed

Lead developer of the Universal Viewer

Also wrote a helpful tool



biiif!



Scenario 1: Should be a cakewalk

I HAVE AN ACCESS COPY OF MY VIDEO

Copyright? YOLO!







Scenario 2: I don’t want to get sued

Hey, aren’t closed captions great?









Scenario 3: Behold my beautiful metadata

Clips are easy and this isn’t better than youtube or vimeo, is it?









You can always go “Full BL”







Scenario 4: I don’t want to get sued, part 2

Probably not a great idea to make this open access without rights clearing it first, 

eh?





Please can I see this 

content?

Just a straight yes/no



Please can I see this 

content?

“Degraded” workflow



Fine I will log in and/or 

move to Canada



Please can I see this 

content?

Having satisfied the requirements



Going further

Remember how everything is just an annotation?













Please get involved!

https://iiif.io/

Join in the discussion group!

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/iiif-discuss

Join the discussion on slack!

http://bit.ly/iiif-slack

Join in our bi-weekly community call

https://iiif.io/community/call



And in UV too!

Join the slack!

https://universalviewerinvite.herokuapp.com/

Sponsor the project!

https://opencollective.com/universalviewer

Or just feel free to help!

https://github.com/UniversalViewer/universalviewer



Thanks!

Questions?


